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This is a Silver-spotted Skipper. It has a large body and 
silver spots on the outside of both hind wings. The way 
it flies is like skipping. That’s how it gets its name.

This is a Red Admiral. Their wings carry a 
strong red color. This is also one of my favorites.

This is a Spicebush Swallowtail. It has a 
pretty light blue on the inside hind wings. 

This is an Eastern Tiger Swallowtail. You will 
find them on millkweeds in the Butterfly Garden.

This is a butterfly called a Comma. On 
the outside hind wings, you can see a silver 
comma. That’s how it gets its name. 

This is a Question Mark. It is similar to the 
Comma butterfly, but instead of a comma, you 
can see a silver ? on its hind wings. 

This is a Great Spangled Fritillary. But we like 
to call it a Silver Spangled Fritillary. They have   
wonderful silver spots on the outside of their wings.

BUTTERFLIES 
by Evelyn Babcock & Reagan Scoville



This is a Pipevine Swallowtail. It has this name B CUZ 
the caterpillars eat Dutchman’s Pipe leaves. You can 
see them most anywhere pipevine plants grow.

This is a Red-spotted Purple. At a distance you 
can easily mistake it for a Pipevine Swallowtail. 
But you can see that it doesn’t have tails on the 
inside hind wings. It has a beautiful bluish green 
iridescence. This is one of my favorite butterflies.

Leaf & eggs by 
Nina Anderson

Bentley Brown

Reed Morey

Mystery tree by Elly-Anne



Leaves

We have rubbed leaves to make these cool pictures. 
We have varieties between oaks and elephant ears.
We hope you like them! 

by Tanner Gerndt and Mac Wofford

by Carter Morey

by Xander Calhoun

POISON IVY
by Declan Perrot and Will Wofford

Poison Ivy can be identified with a 
practiced eye. This plant has three leaf-
lets and has somewhat jagged marks 
against the edges. If it is touched you 
will receive a very itchy reaction caused 
by the oils on the plant. I for one had a 
very bad encounter with this plant. In fall 
and through most of winter, dark brown 
or black berries are produced. These 
berries are a very popular food for many 
species of birds. DO NOT TOUCH!



THE FALLEN TREE
by Declan Perrot and Caden O’Bryant

Near the footbridge there is a tree that 
fell and produced a habitat for many 
creatures. Specifically, tadpoles, lizards, 
snakes, bugs, and a wide variety of an-
imals. Ripped up from the ground, the 
tree produced a hole filled with rain water 
where most of the animals live. It has a 
large amount of tadpoles and frogs hiding 
in the grass surrounding the “pool.”

A SPECIAL TREE
by Wyatt Wood, Ty Brady, and 
Lucas Morey

This is a tree that has a wood-
pecker, plus the Purple Cow, the 
Red Dog and the White Horse. 
They are stuffed animals in the 
daytime and at night they turn 
real. The Purple Cow is the easi-
est to find and the White Horse is 
really hard to find.





background by Sara Waller







CRAYFISH LIFE CYCLE
by Collin Wells

You can find crayfish in rivers, under 
rocks, logs, and gaps under grass.

QUIET SPOT
by Lucas Morey

My Quiet Spot is unique. Trees 
provide paper. My Quiet Spot is 
in a river. The river provides life. 
It is all Nature. At my Quiet Spot, 
I can make art. 

QUIET SPOT
by Tanner Gerndt

I have a chance to see a puckwudgie! My rock 
is in the right spot. I can hear the river rushing in 
a calming sound. I hear birds and water and the 
snapping of sticks in the wind. There are trees 
all around and hiding spots galore, with four 
entrances and three exits.

CRITTERS IN THE HAZEL RIVER
by Harley Kerr

The Scud is a type of sideswimmer. It has 7 pairs 
of hard segmented legs. It is unusual in that it has 
small claws on the first two pairs of legs.

Mayfly larvae are predators.They have two oppos-
ing jaws. These baby insects have wing pads that 
will develop into wings.

Caspian Coughlin

Collin Wells



FROG OBSERVATION
by Reilly Waggener-Tally

My report is on the Green Frogs in the Frog Pond 
at camp. One observation I have is that many of the 
frogs are very comfortable with your presence and will 
even let you pet them right below the eyes, if you let 
them know you are there by splashing lightly in the 
water. There are one or two frogs that will climb onto 
my hand. These frogs are really cool because they 
can jump really far and high. 

I have also noticed that there are a lot of frogs at my 
Quiet Spot at the river that are not as friendly as the 
kind in the Frog Pond. Quiet Time is a time when you 
can meditate and observe the things around you. I put 
my Quiet Spot on the bank of the river. That is where 
I always see frogs jumping into the water—they will not 
let you go anywhere close to them. I think the frogs in 
the pond are so friendly because there are so many 
people coming and going. Plus, there are fish in the 
river but not in the pond, so frogs can swim around 
without fear of being gulped down by a giant bass. 
Some frogs are in the same spot every time, like this 
one frog I named Frogger. 

I think frogs are the coolest amphibians EVER!

THE STREAM
anonymous

The stream is peaceful
… it flows around my Quiet Spot
…also, it is wet

Drawings by Isaiah Huff



FLOWERS 
by Ian Kilpatrick and Ike Plaksin
add’l illustrations by Tessa, line 
drawings by Addie

Hydrangea grows in large 
clusters of purple and blue 
flowers.

Climpodium vulgare is a resilient 
plant—useful for a dry, alkaline 
soil.

Queen Anne’s Lace—This flower’s 
color can be easily changed by 
adding food coloring to the water.

Monarda—This flower blossoms 
and reblossoms out of the old 
blossoms.

Evening Primrose 
blooms very fast at 
about 8:45pm.

Hairy Ruellia—similar to the 
Smooth Ruellia but hairy 
and longer corolla tubes.

Desert Foxtail—This perennial 
blooms in early summer. The 
clumps are originally green 
before blooming.

WILD RICE
by Mariel Scoville and Savannah Scoville

Wild Rice is part of the grass family.
Wild Rice grows in swamps and has a purple stem.
Wild Rice is an annual, which means it lives one year.



CAMP SONG VERSES
by Campers, for a song by J  Swit-
zer that is a work in progress

Here at Nature Camp,
we all have lots of fun,
discovering new places,
doing things we’ve never done. 

The river was real shallow
so we built a great big dam
After that great dam was done
at River Time we swam

Many things are found
we find them everywhere
and ev’ry now and then
we see a giant bear

All along the river
we like our Quiet Spots
just observing nature
or listening to our thoughts

Lots of insects come at night
we find them at the light
after we have captured them
soon they all take flight

Nature Campers camp
our Quiet Times are quiet
Azalea Rocks rocks 
and our Frog Pond’s all a riot

NATURE’S LESSON
by Mac Wofford

The chickadee sings
the ticks all bite
the river runs
the trees grow tall

Nature sings 
and Nature bites
Nature runs 
and Nature falls

Men come with big axes 
they cut down tall trees 
no chickadees to sing
no ticks to bite
where pretty trees were
only buildings tall

Nature makes an alliance
and fewer people build
they plant forests
Nature gains control
and people see the beauty 
the beauty given to them
and they weep

They are mad 
that they challenged Nature 
they challenged Nature’s throne
they were foolish 
ever to have tried 
and to the king of them
they beg for mercy

They thought they would win
but now see the mistake
they should never have done
they smelled life and death
they never tried again

Happiness brought forth
people’s pride rose again 
but never rose too high
Nature ruled and people learned 
they learned their lesson then.

ALL YEAR ROUND
by Mac Wofford

Peaceful, or loud, 
buzzing with the sound
you say nothing lasts forever
but Nature stays year round. 

The silent, the dead,
donate their bodies now
to Nature, king of beast and leaf
all year round.

The tree, the rock,
they stay but do not talk
they wait and they grow
all year round.

Background by Caspian Coughlin



“NEW THINGS”
by Lyt Wood

Thurble. Thwirl. Thumble. Bubbulate.

I recently read these words in a book called Martin Marten, by Brian Doyle. I thought 
these words were wonderful. So wonderful, that when I said them aloud, I knew their 
meaning exactly. Can you guess what they describe? (Hint: They are all verbs. This 
thing never stops verbing.) 

And there was something else about the wonderfulness of these new words: They 
inspired a theme for our upcoming camp season. Our theme this year will be 
“New Things.”

We’ll find new treasures, blaze new trails, sing new songs.

We’ll look at Nature as if it’s our very first time. 

We’ll make up new names for the wild plants and animals that we discover, like last 
year’s Stone Frog.

We’ll play a brand new Mystery Game, where the lowest score wins. 

Of course, we’ll still do our favorite “old” things too, like building a dam in the Hazel 
River, composing the story of each day, camping out, reciting our awesome poem 
about Frogs that we all love so much… But also, as one of our Session 2 campers said 
in a song he was writing, we’ll be ”doing things we’ve never done.” I guess we’ll all 
have to wait till June, but until then, here are some things we all can do:

Greet each new flower that you see this spring and every wild 
animal that crawls out of its winter den. Give it a new name.

Think of a new activity that you would like to do with your fellow 
campers this summer—something we’ve never done.

Make up some more new words to describe that thing at camp that         
bubbulates and swishpers and freeanders.

Tell your friends about camp. If you show them this issue of News 
from Singing Creek, maybe they will join us this summer.

Speaking of News from Singing Creek, this is the best issue ever! Thank you my 
friends for the wonderfulness of all your contributions. They brightifly my day.

Background by Sara Waller



SUMMER CAMP 2019 - SESSION 1 

SUMMER CAMP 2019 - SESSION 2



RAPPAHANNOCK NATURE CAMP 2020
This year’s theme for study:

“NEW THINGS”

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
Session 1: (ages 8 to 12) June 15 - June 26, 2020
Session 2: (ages 12 to 16) June 29 - July 10, 2020

NEW ONE-STEP ENROLLMENT:
Enrollment forms and instructions available at our website, rappnaturecamp.org, or call 540-987-9530

PERENNIAL CAMPERS
Rapp Nature Camp is happy once again to announce a series of nature education outings for adults — 

our “Perennial Campers!” We will have a special free orientation meeting the afternoon of March 1, to be 
followed by excursions to interesting habitats in Rappahannock and surrounding counties. Some of our 
topics for observation and study will be: nectar and pollen plants, butterfly families, wildflowers, and sky 
phenomena. Attendance at all events will be optional, and all Perennial Campers will be able to bring a 
guest! All fees charged will be in support of Rapp Nature Camp programs and activities. Stay tuned for 
our schedule of events, to be announced soon in the Rappahannock News and at rappnaturecamp.org. 

APPLY NOW — MARK YOUR CALENDARS — RECRUIT NEW CAMPERS!

Many Thanks to the Emily Jane Hilscher Passion Fund for providing scholarships and general support 
over the years. Thanks to the Meade Palmer Fund and Northern Piedmont Community Foundation for 

our awesome Rapp Nature Camp T-shirts!!! 


